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Key Points

CONVENIENCE CAN COST YOU

Many services add hidden fees for saving time or
making things easier.

SMALL FEES ADD UP

Even low-dollar charges like ATM fees or delivery fees
can add up over time.

SPEED ISN'T ALWAYS WORTH THE PRICE
Paying for convenience can feel easier now—but may
hurt your budget in the long run.

BEING INFORMED SAVES MONEY

Understanding where convenience charges show up
helps you avoid or reduce them.

Core Concepts

SERVICE AND PROCESSING FEES

Extra charges are often added during checkout or bill
payment for using certain platforms or services.

ATM AND OUT-OF-NETWORK FEES
Using ATMs that aren’t part of your bank’s network can
lead to costly charges from both banks involved.

DELIVERY AND PLATFORM FEES

Food apps, event ticket sites, and travel platforms often
charge fees that aren’'t obvious until checkout.

BUY NOW, PAY LATER (BNPL) RISKS

These services offer fast checkout options but may include
hidden fees or encourage overspending.

SOMETIMES THE TIME SAVED IS WORTH THE FEE
Paying extra can make sense when it saves you travel,
stress, or time—like using online check-in, rush delivery,
or mobile parking apps. Just make sure the added cost fits
your budget and priorities.

YOU HAVE OPTIONS

Many companies offer fee-free alternatives—like paying in
cash, picking up in store, or opting for standard delivery.
Reading the fine print, changing your payment method, or
adjusting your delivery preferences can often help you avoid

surprise charges. ©2025 National Consumers League


https://bit.ly/3J8K9hR
https://bit.ly/45azTOQ
https://bit.ly/4m9dyHx
https://bit.ly/40ZE5hQ

Explore and Explain Acronyms

1. Why do businesses add convenience charges to certain APY
payment methods or services? Annual Percentage Yield
BNPL
2. How can small convenience charges add up to a significant Buy Now, Pay Later
amount over time? FTC

. . Federal Trade Commission
3. What are some strategies consumers can use to avoid or

reduce convenience charges? SaaS
Software as a Service
4. How can understanding convenience charges help you make TOS
smarter financial decisions? Terms of Service

Convenience charges may seem minor, but they
can impact your spending habits and budget if you
don’t watch for them.
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Vocabulary

AUTOMATIC RENEWAL
A feature that keeps charging you for a service unless you cancel it

BUY NOW, PAY LATER

A payment plan that lets you split a purchase into smaller payments, sometimes with added fees or interest
CONVENIENCE FEE

An extra charge for using a more convenient payment option, like buying tickets online instead of in person
DELIVERY APP MARKUP

The added cost for items ordered through apps like DoorDash or Instacart, which can include higher menu prices
and service fees

DRIP PRICING

When the price starts low but climbs higher as fees are added during checkout
FREE TRIALTRAP

Afree trial that becomes a paid subscription if you forget to cancel

IN-APP PURCHASE
Buying extra content or features from inside an app, often with just one tap

MICROTRANSACTIONS
Small payments for digital extras, like game skins or emoji packs

PUSH NOTIFICATION MARKETING
Pop-up messages on your phone designed to trigger quick purchases
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