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Key Points &

SMART PLANNING SAVES TIME AND MONEY u§

Comparing prices, booking early, and being flexible

with dates can cut costs and help avoid travel =

headaches. Y

USE TOOLS THAT WORK FOR YOU

Apps, websites, and digital wallets can help organize
your itinerary, track expenses, and manage
reservations.

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

Building in buffer time, buying insurance, and
knowing your rights as a traveler can reduce stress
when plans change.

Core Concepts

CREATING ATRAVEL BUDGET

Planning ahead for transportation, lodging, meals,
activities, and emergencies can help you avoid
overspending and last-minute costs.

FINDING THE BEST TIME TO TRAVEL

Flying mid-week or during off-peak seasons can save
money and reduce crowds. Flexibility is often the key to
better deals.

CHOOSING WHERE TO STAY

Hotels, hostels, vacation rentals, and staying with friends
each have pros and cons. Consider location, safety, and
cost when deciding.

PACKING WITH PURPOSE

Bringing only what you need can make your trip easier,
especially if you're flying. Carry-on bags help you skip
baggage fees and long waits.

KNOWING YOUR RIGHTS AS ATRAVELER

If your flight is canceled, delayed, or overbooked, you may
be entitled to compensation or rebooking. Learn how to
speak up calmly and clearly.

AVOIDING TRAVEL SCAMS

Fake rental listings, rigged taxi meters, and sketchy tour
operators are common. Book through verified platforms
and read reviews before you pay. ©2025 National Consumers League


https://bit.ly/3UTSHf3
https://bit.ly/4oACSrA
https://bit.ly/3URbI1M
https://bit.ly/4mFEE94

Explore and Explain Acronyms

1. How can booking travel in advance save money and reduce CSA/CSR

stress? Customer Service Agent/

Representative

2. Why might traveling during off-peak seasons or days be less DOT

expensive? Department of Transportation
3.Wh L hel i i ETA

A at_ tools or res.o_u.rce§ can help you organize transportation, Estimated Time of Arival
lodging, and activities in one place? PNR

4. How can building flexibility into your travel plans help avoid Passenger Name Record
problems? RT
Round Trip

Learning how to plan travel efficiently can help
you save money, stay organized, and enjoy a
smoother trip.
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Vocabulary

ADVANCE PURCHASE
A discounted price for booking far in advance—often cheaper but nonrefundable

AMENITIES
Extra features offered at a hotel, like Wi-Fi, breakfast, or a pool

BASE FARE
The starting cost of a plane ticket before adding taxes and fees

CANCELLATION POLICY
The rules that determine whether you can get a refund or credit if you cancel

DAILY RATE
The price per day for a hotel room or rental car, before taxes and extra fees

INCIDENTAL CHARGES
Extra costs from a hotel stay, like minibar snacks, room service, or late checkout

ITINERARY
A plan that lists your travel details—flights, hotel stays, and scheduled activities

LAYOVER
A stop between flights before reaching your final destination

NONREFUNDABLE
A booking that can’t be refunded or changed, often offered at a lower price

OVERBOOKING
When more reservations are accepted than there is space, sometimes resulting in cancellations or bumps

RED-EYE FLIGHT
An overnight flight that departs late and arrives the next morning
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