Dear   , 

Thank you for your interest in the LifeSmarts program. Now is the time to begin recruiting and working with your youth and forming LifeSmarts teams in order to earn scholarships, honors, travel opportunities and gain knowledge that will help them throughout their lives!
.
· All high school student teams are eligible to compete in the Oklahoma Varsity competition to crown the State Champion Varsity Team who will be invited to compete in the National LifeSmarts Championship, April 27-30. The LifeSmarts program offers community service projects complete with stipends to assist teams in attending nationals.

· We also encourage your team to apply for a Wild Card Bid (include link) to compete in the National LifeSmarts Championship.  All Varsity level 4-H teams are eligible to apply. Stipends are included for Wild Card winners. 
Getting started: 
· If you are new to LifeSmarts program, I hope that you will take a few minutes to explore the wonderful opportunities that LifeSmarts offers you and your 4-H’ers. 
· Please visit: https://lifesmarts.org/coaches/new-coaches/ and https://lifesmarts.org/4-h for coaching information including a coaches guide and a calendar checklist as well as a wealth of other information. 

· To register as a coach and to have your 4-H’ers register and join your team use this document.  
· Study materials are available here.
· We hope you will use our FREE LifeSmarts educational resources in your club, even if you choose not to compete this year. 
Competition Dates
· State Varsity team online competition is open _______________________. Before the online competition closes, each student on the team (must have four and up to five students per team) should take the 20 question pre-quiz, the five category quizzes (20 questions each) and the 20 question capstone quiz to qualify the team for the state online championship test.
·  The state online Varsity Championship will be held __________________. Working together, eligible teams will take a 100-question online state championship test during this time period to determine the State Champion. 
· The state online Junior Varsity Championship will close ___________________. If you plan or would like to have a Junior Varsity team (grades 6-8), please let me know so that we can provide more details about the online state championship.  
Once again, welcome to LifeSmarts.  Please let me know how I can help you and your team get started with LifeSmarts. 

